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SUBJECT: OFFICIAL USG INVITATION TO GOM MINISTER OF TOURISM 
BEN ALI MANSOURI 

1 . GOM MINISTER OF TOURISM BEN ALI MANSOURI RECENTLY 
CALLED AMBASSADOR REGARDING LETTER HE HAD RECEIVED 
FROM USDOC ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR TOURISM CHAVEZ 
INVITING HIM TO CALL AT CHAVEZ' OFFICE DURING A VISIT 
MANSOURI WAS SUPPOSED TO BE MAKING TO WASHINGTON IN 
APRIL. LETTER PROPOSED 1 1 A.M., MEETING ON APRIL 6, 

WHICH IF MANSOURI FOUND INCONVENIENT HE COULD CHANGE 
BY CONTACTING CHAVEZ' SECRETARY (SIC). 

2. PERPLEXED BY LETTER, MANSOURI OBSERVED THAT HE 
HAD HAD NO CURRENT PLANS FOR VISIT TO U.S. AND ASKED 
AMBASSADOR FOR BACKGROUND ON INVITATION AND HOW HE 
MIGHT RESPOND TO IT. 

3. THIS IS THE SECOND CASE IN LAST FEW WEEKS WHERE 
AN INVITATION HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO A GOM MINISTER 

BY A USG DEPARTMENT OF WHICH THE EMBASSY. AND PRESUMABLY 
STATE, HAD BEEN UNAWARE. IN CASE OF MANSOURI INVITATION, 
PROBLEM EVEN MORE AWKWARD SINCE RECIPIENT AT A LOSS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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HOW TO RESPOND AND EMBASSY UNABLE TO EXPLAIN CIRCUM- 
STANCES OR OFFER ADVICE. 

4. GOM IS TRADITIONALLY SENSITIVE TO THE NICETIES 

OF PROTOCOL AND PROCEDURE. INDEED WE RISK CAUSING 
CONFUSION IF NOT OFFENSE BY SUCH SCATTERSHOT INVITA- 
TIONS. WE ARE EVEN MORE CONCERNED, HOWEVER, BY THE 
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POSSIBILITY OF CROSSING OUR LINES IN SUBSTANTIVE 
DEALINGS WITH THE GOM AND REDUCING OUR EFFECTIVENESS 
AND CREDIBILITY. WHILE DOUBTLESS THERE IS AN OVERALL 
PROBLEM OF INTRA-EXECUTIVE BRANCH COORDINATION THAT 
TRANSCENDS THESE TWO CASES. WE BELIEVE THAT THE CHAVEZ 
LETTER MIGHT SERVE AS AN APT EXAMPLE OF A WELL-MEANT 
BUT COUNTERPRODUCTIVE INITIATIVE. 

5. APPRECIATE GUIDANCE ON HOW TO RESPOND TO MANSOURI. 

ANDERSON 
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